Your generous contribution makes
these ministries possible.

Amigos en Cristo 2005
Church Planting in Southwest Florida

Director of Christian Education = — DCE Sarah
Paganes accepted a call to work with Amigos en
Cristo. She arrived in SW Florida in August after
receiving seven weeks of intensive language &
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Spiritual Awakening - Forty-three members and
friends of our Hispanic Church ministry participated
in a weekend spiritual retreat this past summer. It
was an eye-opening experience for many of the

happy campers. Pastor Bob led the group in a

study of life and ministry of St. Paul. Five adults

applied for church membership after the event.

Kingston -

Pastor Bob

and his

ministry

team

(Rodolfo,

Lidia, &

Sarah)

continue

their weekly

Bible study,

English

Classes and

visitations at

our Kingston

Amigos

Center in

Bonita

Springs.

Clothing, humanitarian aid and other important
services were also offered to the Mexican
laborers and others living in the area.

culture training in the Dominican Republic.
Sarah has been well received by the members
and friends of our Hispanic Lutheran Churches
of Southwest Florida.
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LWML Latina - Our LWML (Lutheran Women's
Missionary League) Latina was formed at St.
Michael’s Lutheran, Fort Myers in 2005. The
officers were installed by Pastor Bob. These
women have committed themselves to serve
when and wherever our Lord Jesus needs.




Amigos Center 2005
Social Services for the Community

Language Classes - We strengthened our
language program by partnering with Bonita
Literacy Council to train our English teachers.
Under the direction of Kathy Donlan, Volunteer
Language Program Director, our fall enrollments
increased to 42 English students and 61 Spanish
students.

Hurricane Wilma Recovery - Because of a
special United Way grant, we have temporarily
added Diego Grisales as Director of our Hurricane
Wilma Recovery Effort. Recovery efforts are
expected to continue until January 15, 2006 when
farm crops will be ready for harvest. Our bilingual
Amigos Center staff and volunteers work to
identify, interview and help each person according
to their need. We received emergency hurricane
funds from the United Way of Lee County,
Lutheran Services Florida and Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans.

Staff Grows — Our Amigos Center staff grew from 4
to 7 during 2005. This growth made it possible to
open a new office in Golden Gate and fill our
Community Outreach Liaison position. All staff are
fluent in English and Spanish. Pictured are (Left to
right) Sarah Paganes (Outreach Liaison), Marisol
Dickerson (Caseworker), Donna Selle
(Administrative Assistant), Maria Ochoa
(Caseworker), Rev. Robert Selle (Director), Christina
Leddin (Immigration Specialist), and Eulalia
Troncoso (Immigration Specialist Trainee).

New Office Opened - Amigos Center partnered
with Messiah Lutheran Church, Golden Gate, to
open a new office during 2005. Immigration
Specialist Trainee Eulalia Troncoso and
Caseworker Marisol Dickerson work two days a
week to serve the growing immigrant community in
the Golden Gate community of Collier County, FL.



